
Oedipus Study Questions 

 

1. What simile is used to describe the city of Thebes? 

2. Which house is growing up empty and which house is growing rich? 

3. How could Oedipus be characterized as a ruler? 

4. How do his people see him as a ruler? 
5. What does Oedipus do to find the cause of the plague and help his people? 

6. What does Oedipus claim to do with the instruction given to him by the oracle? 

7. What has Apollo commanded the people of Thebes to do if they are to rid themselves of the plague afflicting their city? 

8. Who does Creon believe has killed King Laius? 

9. What reason does Creon give for not investigating the murder of King Laius? 

10. If robbers are to blame for King Laius’ murder, who does Oedipus think helped them? 

11. Oedipus has two main interests in locating Laius’ murderer.  What are they? 

12. Where does Oedipus believe the murderer of Laius to be? 

13. What does he forbid any man in Thebes to do for the murderer? 

14. What does Oedipus invoke upon the murderer of Laius?  

15. Who does the Chorus suggest Oedipus consult since the gods have refused to tell the people of Thebes who the murderer is? 

16. When Teiresias arrives in Thebes, what does he immediately want to do?  Why? 
17. What does Teiresias say of Oedipus’ behavior? 

18. Of what does Oedipus accuse Teiresias when the seer refuses to tell Oedipus what he knows? 

19. What is ironic about a seer being blind? 

20. Does Teiresias finally tell Oedipus what he knows about the murder? 

21. What does Oedipus do with this advice? 

22. From where does Teiresias claim to get his strength? 

23. What does Teiresias tell Oedipus about Creon? 

24. Why does Oedipus distrust Creon? 

25. How does Creon try to prove that he has no interest in being the King of Thebes? 

26. How does Jocasta react to Oedipus and Creon’s fighting? 

27. What reason does Jocasta give for not having faith in the prophecy? 
28. How does the Chorus describe Jocasta when the messenger enters? 

29. What is she doing? 

30. What message does the messenger bring to Jocasta? 

31. What has happened to Polybus? 

32. Why does this news make Jocasta happy? 

33. How does Oedipus react to the news? 

34. What does the news make Oedipus think about the prophets and oracles? 

35. What does Jocasta tell him about the oracles? 

36. What role did the messenger play in the adoption of the baby Oedipus? 

37. How does Jocasta react to the Oedipus’ request for the Herdsman to be brought to him? 

38. Why does Oedipus think his mother runs out? 

39. Whose child does Oedipus claim to be? 
40. Why does the thought of being the son of a slave fill Oedipus with pride? 

41. Why does the Herdsman pretend not to know the Messenger? 

42. What character flaw of Oedipus is apparent in his dealings with the Herdsman? 

43. Who gave the child Oedipus to the Herdsman to leave on the hill? 

44. Where does Oedipus discover Jocasta after the truth has been revealed? 

45. What has she done? 

46. What does Oedipus do in response? 

 


